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KEY FINDINGS:

Oklahoma saw a modest improvement on its workforce rankings, returning to the 42nd ranking it
held in the first edition of The Scorecard, up from 44th a year ago.

The lagging performance of Oklahoma’s public K-12 school system continues to hold back its
workforce ranking. Oklahoma’s K-12 ranking declined again this year, from 43rd in last year’s
ranking to 48the in the 2024 ranking, due to a continued fall in achievement levels measured in the
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) and poor marks in post-secondary readiness
benchmarks.

Oklahoma ranks 49th in STEM and STEM-related degrees or credentials held by working age

adults. The state also scores poorly in other educational attainment metrics, at 43rd in bachelor’s
degree attainment and 37th in attainment of high school diploma or equivalent.

The state’s labor force participation rate continues to lag the nation, ranking in the bottom half of
states despite ranking in the top half of states in prime working age population.

The state’s overall workforce ranking was modestly improved this year due to inclusion of a new
variable that measures the degree of educational choice available to students. With the passage of
landmark universal school choice legislation, creation of a statewide charter school authorizer, and
the introduction of open transfer in public school districts, Oklahoma now ranks in the Top Ten in
educational choice nationwide.
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